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Pastel Society  
Committee 

 
The following officers and  
committee were elected at 
the AGM for the year 2012

-2013 
 

Chairperson 
Roberta Lindsay 

Vice-Chair 
Helen Templeton 

Secretary 
Catherine McKeever 

Treasurer 
David Sweet 

 
Committee Members 

Kay Cullen, Jo Peel, 
 May Gawn,  

Shirley Maxwell 
 

 Welcome 
Hi Everyone, we are once again at that time of year for the 
AGM. I can already hear the groans and excuses why you can’t 
be there. We are all the same when it comes to AGM, afraid 
that we will be roped into something that we can’t get out of or 
that will take up too much time. So let me begin by dispelling a 
few myths; 
Members of the PSI Committee serve for a maximum of 3 years 
at anyone time. They can if they wish rejoin the committee at a 
later date. Committee officers can stay up to 5 years from the 
date they join the committee.  
The committee meets up to 4 times a year. All other business is 
done by email.  
The Secretaries job used to be the most arduous as it is on 
most committees however we have reduced this by separating 
out the tasks. One person does the minutes and mailing,  
another the newsletter. Other  members take on the booking of 
exhibitions and workshops usually one per committee member 
however you are not left on your own, there are strict  
guidelines to help you and decisions are a joint effort. 
We are aware that there are members who would like to take a 
more active role but distance is a problem. We would consider 
other forms of communication which would not necessitate  
physical attendance at meetings, e.g. if someone felt they could 
take on the website to add information to the blog that is 
emailed to them that would be a great help but could be done 
without attendance at meetings.  
This is not the time to be a shrinking violet, please do not wait 
to be asked we would be very happy for you to nominate  
yourself. We have 4 vacancies this year on committee. 
So in conclusion I hope to see many of you at the MAC In  
Belfast. Details are inside the newsletter. 



 

Pastel Painting for Liam Neeson 
 

Liam Neeson the celebrated Hollywood actor was recently awarded Freedom of the 
Borough of Ballymena, the town in which he was born. 
 
In keeping with civic tradition ,the Council 
presented the actor with a gift to commemo-
rate the occasion. The Council’s choice was a 
pastel painting by acclaimed Ballymena  
artist, Catherine Flood. 
 
Inspiration for the gift came from Ballymena’s   
first citizen, Alderman P.J. McAvoy, who said:  
“The Freedom of the Borough is the highest 
accolade which we the council can bestow 
and we wanted to mark the occasion with a 
special memento which Liam could keep and 
enjoy for years to come. 

 
“I know that he is passionate about both his home 
town and the local landscape in this area so we 
opted for a particularly striking painting of Slemish, 
an area known around the world not only for its 
natural beauty but also for its association with St 
Patrick. Catherine Flood, whose artistic credentials  
include membership of The Pastel Society of Ireland, 
Ulster Women Artists and The Arts Society of Ulster, 
is thrilled that one of her works has gone home with  
Ballymena most distinguished son. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“This is very exciting, for it came as an absolute  
surprise to me,” she said. I think pastels give a 
very pleasing, soft effect and they worked well 
for me as I worked on “The Road To Slemish” so 
perhaps that is what appealed to the Council.  

 
 

Artist Catherine Flood with her painting  
“ The Road to Slemish” 

Liam Neeson receiving the painting 
from the Mayor P.J.McAvoy 

Liam Neeson with the artist  
Catherine Flood 

 



MAGGIE PRICE 
 

 
The International Association of Pastel  
Societies, of which The Pastel Society of  
Ireland is a member, is sad to announce 
the passing of Maggie Price, President of 
the International Association of Pastel  
Societies and co founder of the venerable 
publication, The Pastel Journal. 
 

 
Maggie was diagnosed with a brain  
tumour earlier this year and had  
completed chemotherapy and radiation 
treatment.  
Despite this she was continuing with 
her work as President preparing for the 
IAPS Convention later this year. At the 
end of March Maggie was hospitalised 
with pneumonia and died on 4th April 
2013.  

 
Maggie’s legacy not only includes her 
IAPS Presidency and the magazine, 
but bestselling books DVD’s and 
workshops that have inspired  
students around the world to become 
better artists.  
 
To Honour her legacy International 
Association of Pastel Societies is  
creating a perpetual award in her 
name. The ‘Maggie Price Award of 
Excellence’ will be given at each In-
ternational Association of Pastel  
Societies exhibition starting with the 
2013 convention this June in  
Albuquerque.     

 

 

Maggie Price 

Val de Chiana by Maggie Price 

Aspen Road, by Maggie Price selected for in-
clusion in the upcoming book ‘Art Journey 
America; Landscapes’.  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

AGM 
 

This years AGM will take place on 
Saturday 11th May in the MAC,  
Belfast's newest arts centre at 11am. 
The MAC is situated in St Anne’s 
Square in the Cathedral Quarter of 
the city. There is parking close by in 
the multi storey car park. 
Why not make a day of it in the city. 
The MAC has an exhibition called; 
Northern Ireland 30 years of  
Photography running from 10th May-
7th July. 
The Titanic Centre is close by and is 
well worth a visit. 
The Ulster Museum is showing the 
first touring exhibition of the  
Government Art Collection comprising 
160 work never seen under one roof 
before. 
If none of this interests you ,you can 
always go shopping or spend a  
carefree afternoon having a leisurely 
lunch either in the MAC or some of 
the surrounding restaurants or coffee 
shop  

Congratulations 
 

At the assessment for Full Member-
ship of the Pastel Society of Ireland 
which was held at the Island Arts 
Centre in Lisburn the following people 
were successful. 
Brege Stanley, Joe Forgarty and 
Shirley Maxwell. 

Art in the Open 
 

The Plein air festival Art in the Open is 
taking place again in Wexford running 
for a week from 29th July to 6th  
August 2013.  
During the festival there are a number 
of workshops and paint– out days. Of 
particular interest this year are two 
half day workshops being given by 
American pastel artist Margaret Dyer 
on Tuesday 30th July at Ballymore 
and Wednesday 31st July at  
Ballyhack.  
Margaret is a Master Pastelist with the 
American Impressionists Society. She 
teaches a simple step by step method 
to use pastel. Emphasis is on  
developing form using light and 
shadow and colour temperature. 
Following the festival  Margaret is  
taking a workshop on the 7th,8th and 
9th August entitled ‘the Figure in  
Pastel’ a three day figurative  
Masterclass in Pastels. 
Details for all the events can be found 
at; www.artintheopen.org  

Annual Exhibition 
This years Annual exhibition will take 
place in September at Flowerfield 
Arts Centre in Portstewart. 
As part of the exhibition Emma  
Colbert has agreed to run a  
workshop. Many of you will be  
familiar with Emma animal paintings 
in pastel. You can see examples of 
her work on the Pastel Society  
Website. 
Details for the exhibition and work-
shop will be in the new programme 



DATES FOR DIARY    
A  

ANNUAL EXHIBITION 
Sean Hollywood Arts Centre 

Bank Parade, Newry 
Tues’20th Sept’- Fri’ 14th October 

Opening night 
Tuesday 20th September  

7pm-9pm  

MEMBERS WINTER  
EXHIBITION 

Bradbury Graphics Gallery 
1-3 Lyndon Court, College St. Belfast 

Sat’ 26th Nov’- Fri’16th Dec’ 
Opening Afternoon 

Saturday 26th Nov’2011 2pm-5pm 
 

Carnlough Pastel Workshops 
Tutor: Greg Moore 

Date: Sat’ 10th September or 
               Sat’ 12th November 

Time: 10am-4pm 
Venue: Carnlough Community  

       Centre, Co Antrim.  
Cost: £30.00 including lunch 

Booking: Call Maureen  
0044(0)7765146013 

Belfast Workshops 
Introduction to Pastels 
Tutor; Rosie McClelland 

Date; Sat’ 1st Oct’ 
Time; 10.30am-3.30pm 

Venue; Studio/home 
Cost; £40.00 

 Booking; See Below 
 

Mixed Media 
Tutor; Rosie McClelland 

Date; Sat’ 5th Nov’ 
Time; 10.30am-3.30pm 

Venue; Studio/home 
Cost; £40.00 

Booking; See Below. 
 

Portrait  
Tutor; Rosie McClelland 

Date;  Sat’ 3rd Dec’ 
Time; 10.30am-3.30pm 

Venue; Studio/home 
Cost;£40.00 

Booking; Tel:02890592395 
Mob:07901638785 

Email: 
rosie.mcclelland@ntlworld.com 

www.rosiemcclelland.co.uk 
 

     

Rosie McClelland Workshops 
 
Mixed Media   
Date; Thursday 23 May 2013 
Time; 10am-4pm 
Venue; Studio/Home 
Fee; £55 incl’ lunch and beverages 
 
Portrait Workshop 
Date; Sat 1st June 2013 
Time; 10am-2pm 
Venue; Houston Room, Belmont Tower,  
Belfast. 
Fee; £45 (includes model’s fee) 
 
Soft Pastels– Seascapes 
Date; Sat 8th June 2013 
Time; 10am-4pm 
Venue; Houston room, Belmont Tower, 
 Belfast 
Fee; £55 
 
Painting to Music and the  
Expressionists 
Date; Sat 15th June 2013 
Time; 10am-4pm 
Venue; Houston Room, Belmont Tower,  
Belfast 
Fee; £55 
For all above workshops  
Email;rosie.mcclelland@ntlworld.com   
+44(0)2890592395 
+44(0)7901638785 

 
 
 

  Dates for your Diary 
Pastel Workshops 
Tutor Gregg Moore 
Date; Sat 18th May 2013 
And Sat 6th July 2013 
Time; 10am-4pm both days 
Venue; Glenlough Community Centre, 
Carnlough, Co Antrim. 
Fee; £30 per person including Lunch. 
To book ring Maureen 
+44(0)7765146013 
Art in the Open 
Welford's Plein Air Festival 
Monday 29th July to Sunday 6th  
August 2013. for further information go to 
www.artintheopen.org 
Members Summer Exhibition  
August 2013 
Venue; Celtic Ross Hotel,  
Roscarbery, West Cork. 
Intake Day Tuesday 30th July. 
The Exhibition opens on August 1st and 
runs to the end of the month. 

 

Sketching in Donegal with Rosie McClelland 
 
Donegal Sketching weekends 
Sunday 7th July– Wednesday 10th July 2013 
Sunday 4th August– Wednesday 7th August 2013 
 
Location; Largy SW Donegal, lying between Ireland’s largest fishing port of Killybegs and 
the beautiful village of Kilcar in Donegal’s Gaeltacht. 
The weekend starts with a light meal and demonstration on Sunday evening at 7pm. 
Painting on location on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday from 10am-5pm with a break for 
lunch from 1pm-2pm. 
Tuition fee £175/210Euro includes light meal Sunday evening and 3 packed lunches. 

Membership Fees 
Fees for the year 2013/14 are now due.   
If you do not pay by direct debit will you 
please send a cheque for £30 or 35euro 
Make cheques payable to;  
‘Pastel Society of Ireland’, and send to; 
Dr David Sweet.  
30A Knockvale, Belfast, BT5 6HJ 



Pastel demonstration and workshop with Greg Moore 
 
  The workshop was held in Clotworthy Arts 
Centre in Antrim. The day was very well  
attended. Greg started the day with a  
demonstrations you can see from the  
photographs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Pastel Society Members Exhibition 

This years members exhibition took place during 
the month of April in the Phoenix Park Gallery in 
Dublin. This is a lovely venue for an exhibition. 
The photographs below show members helping 
to hang the exhibition. The exhibition finishes 
on Saturday 27th April. All unsold paintings 
have to be collected on Sunday 28th April  
between 12noon and 1.30pm. 

 

 


